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cross continued to mark each step of the prodigious
conquest, of the taking root in an often ungrateful
earth of men and women who, unknown to themselves,
perhaps, were also witnesses. Calvaries and roadside
crosses at whose foot the villagers gathered to say the
evening prayer, like so many of the traditions brought
from France, were among the most charming sights
of the Canadian countryside where a new people were
in process of being formed. If these people were
sometimes roughly led it was because the country
in which they were evolving lent itself to that kind
of treatment. Whatever the people might say or
do there was always to be found within them those
characteristics of the early Christians, simplicity,
charity, and piety. Courageous, honest and prolific,
they respected the double authority which ruled them:
the authority of the Church and that of the State, for
they saw in these symbols of the higher authority the
authority of the Creator of all things. The last
defenders of Canada drew from these qualities the
inspiration for the gallant but useless resistance which
they offered to forces twenty times superior. And when
exhaustion, the conqueror of courage, threw at the
feet of the English a people beaten but proud, the
authority of the Church, more maternal than ever, was
to render possible the "miracle" of French survival